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All Conservation District meetings
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the Manistee Conservation District
Office the schedule is posted on the
District’s website at
www.manisteecd.org

Ten Great Habitats for
Fish and Wildlife

by Scott Hughey, District Conservationist, Natural

To improve your land for fish and wildlife, think first of the food, water,
cover and space needs of the wildlife you want to attract throughout the
year. Then begin to establish plants, water sources, and other practices
that fit those needs. The USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
offers technical help for landowners in planning for wildlife habitat on
privately owned lands, and the U.S. Department of Agriculture offers fi-
nancial help for most conservation practices that also enhance fish and
wildlife habitat. Here are ten of the top habitats for wildlife:

1. Restored wetland.

If you had to choose a single habitat or practice, this is probably
the one used by the most species.

2. Windbreak/shelterbelt.

Rows of trees and shrubs offer prime shelter and food in the win-
ter.

3. Riparian buffer.

Habitat value is enhanced by being next to water, and vegetation
along streams improves water quality for fish and wildlife.

4. Diverse grass planting.

Blocks of native grasses and forbs intermingled with forage land
and crop fields can offer grassland birds nesting and cold weather
cover, and protection from predators.

5. Managed timber.

Manage for lower densities, thin or burn, leave snags and den
trees, open spaces or borders of grasses, and legumes. Leave trees
along streams for fish habitat.

6. Habitat connection corridors.

Large blocks of grasslands, wetlands or woodlands are most useful
when connected by corridors of grasses and trees that protect
wildlife on the move.

7.Managed grazing land.

Planned rotational grazing can protect streamsides for fish, create
diverse habitat for wildlife, open up dense vegetation canopies,

and provide nesting habitat and cover.
continued on page 3
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West Central Groundwater Stewardship Programs

by Murray Stall, Groundwater Technician

The Michigan Groundwater Stewardship Program (MGSP) is designed to
help you the producer reduce pesticide and fertilizer risks to groundwater
at your farm.and farmstead. The MGSP brings together resources of
State, Federal, and Local groups in an effort to protect the States ground- |
water and surface water resources. The program is funded by a user fee
assessed on the pesticides and nitrogen containing fertilizers.

WHY PROTECT GROUNDWATER

Half of Michigan residents rely on groundwater for their drinking water
source. Groundwater recharges our surface waters which are also used
for drinking water. Preventing the contamination of groundwater is nec-
essary to protect the quality of Michigan’s surface and groundwater re-
sources.

MGSP and MAEAP

Agricultural producers participating with MGSP can become environmentally assured through the Michigan
Agricultural Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) MAEAP verification assures that the producer is
in conformance with all Federal and State environmental laws and guidelines.

ASSESS YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL RISK!

The MGSP uses several assessment tools identify potential risk to groundwater. These assessments are con-
ducted by a trained Groundwater Technician and are strictly confidential. The assessment never leaves the
farmstead.

The assessment tools used are the FARM*A*SYST, CROP*A*SYST, LIVESTOCK*A*SYST, NURS-
ERY*A*SYST, AND CHRISTMAS TREE*A*SYST. These tools are designed to include all types of
farming Cropping, and livestock systems. Any type of agricultural production is eligible to participate in the
MGSP and MAEAP, regardless of size or type.

For further information about either of these programs contact the Manistee Conservation District - phone
231-889-4761 or contact Groundwater Technician Murray Stall - phone 231-342-5162.

Manistee Conservation District Director
Candidates Sought

Directors for a Conservation District (CD) are locally elected officials that are responsible for the operation of the CD. The Board of
Directors consists of five-members, who develop the policies to be carried out by the CD’s employee (s) and the resource personnel
available to the CD. To be qualified to run for this vacancy you must be a resident of the county in which the CD operates in and you
must be of legal age. It is very desirable to have an interest in and be committed to resource conservation, within the county, state, and
country. A candidate must present a petition, signed by at least 5 citizens of the District, to the CD office at least 60 days prior to the
election (by August 28, 2009). The election for the Manistee Conservation District Board of Directors will be held at the CD’s Annual
Meeting on October 27, 2009 with the time and location being announced. Voting will take place at the Annual Meeting on October 27,
2009 for the following Directot’s seat; one (1) seat for a 4 year term. Absentee ballots will be available (after September 11, 2009) up to
45 days prior to the election. The absentee ballots are available at the District Office located at 8840 Chippewa Highway, Bear Lake,
Michigan.

Directors meet once a month for regular board meetings and attend several other meetings throughout the year. If you are interested in
serving on our board or know someone who may be interested, please contact our office at 231-889-4761.
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Ten Great Habitats continued

8. Farm pond.

Offers water for wildlife and habitat for fish, waterfowl, frogs and other species. Plant the surrounding area
to trees, shrubs and grasses.

9. Field Borders.

Grass or shrub cover, a strip planted between a crop field and forest, meets several wildlife needs at once.
10. Clean water.

Conservation practices that protect upland soils and streamsides also produce cleaner water for wildlife,
fish, livestock and people.

For more information, stop at our office at 8840 Chippewa Hwy (US 31) in Bear Lake, Michigan or visit the
NRCS home web site at www.mi.nres.usda.gov.

More than a third of all native bird species use wetlands.
Wildlife Ways
Did you know....

The 35 million acres of habitat created on private lands by the
USDA Conservation Reserve Program is as large as the entire Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge system and state owned wildlife areas com-
bined, excluding Alaska.

Visit MANISTEE CONSERVATION DISTRICT’S
WEBSITE AT wWww.manisteecd.org

Household Hazardous Waste/
Clean Sweep Pickup Day
in Manistee County

will be held only for limited hours
9 am until 2 pm on
Saturday, August 15th

Pickup site is the Manistee County
Road Commission Garage (9 Mile Road & US 31)

Direct questions to the Manistee Conservation District 231-889-4761
and/or to pre-register for disposal of 200 pounds or more of waste

Manistee Conservation District “Managing Our Natural Resources”
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Plant Descriptions

Red Pine Pinus resinosa
Full sun, range of soils

Native to Manistee County. Valuable for timber, reforestation, windbreaks, and wildlife habitat. Plantations are first thinned at 30 years.
Does well on dry sandy sites.

| ack Pine Pinus banksiana

Full to partial sun, range of soils
Native to Manistee County. Fast growing. The best for infertile dry, sandy sites. Jack pine will succeed even where red pine fails!!

White Pine Pinus strobus
Full to partial sun, range of soils

Native to Manistee County. Michigan State Tree. Suitable for under plantings in moderate shade. Fast growing, used for timber, Christ-
mas trees, and wildlife habitat. Do not plant in pure plantations because of insect infestation.

Norway Spruce Picea abies

Full to partial sun, range of soils
Fast growing, graceful pendulous branches, large “cuckoo clock cones”. Used ornamentally, and for windbreaks or wildlife habitat. Does
well on a variety of sites.

Blue Spruce Picea pungens
Full to Partial sun, range of soils

Drought resistant once established. Beautiful ornamental and Christmas tree. Will turn bluish color after 4-5 years. Excellent for wind-
breaks, soil stabilization and wildlife cover.

White Spruce Picea glanca

Full to partial sun, range of soils, and will tolerate moderately wet soils
Native to Manistee County. Moderate growth, excellent for wildlife cover, windbreaks and visual screening. Tree has limited timber value
due to excessive branching.

Northern White Cedar (American Arborvitae) Thuja occidentalis
Full to partial sun, range of soils

Native to Manistee County. A beautiful, straight, dense, dark-green symmetrical tree. Prefers wet areas, but will also grow on upland
areas. A small tree, good for windbreaks and privacy screenings. Must be protected from deer.

Fraser Fir Abies fraseri
Full to partial sun, range of soils

Needles dark green on top and light green underneath. Delightful fragrance and attractive purplish cones. Good ornamental and Christ-
mas tree.

Concolor Fir Abies concolor

Grows well in sunny, well drained areas. Tolerant to very tolerant to shade.
This is an early budding fir with soft powder-blue needles (2”+) with a slow to moderate growth rate and a favorite Christmas Tree.
Height at maturity is 59-75.

Douglas Fir Psendotsuga menziesii
Full to partial sun, range of soils

Planted widely for Christmas trees because of its naturally full form and needle retention quality. Moderately fast-growing, long-lived tree
that reaches 60-80°. Other uses include ornamental, hedges, and windbreaks. This is the Shuswap Lake variety.

American Beach Grass Ammophilas brevilign
Full sun, sandy sotls

Native to Manistee County. A very durable cover for dunes and eroding sandy spots. Spreading root system. Can be planted in harshest
dune conditions. Will provide cover and control sand movement within a year. Native to Great Lakes. Space 18” x 18” for severely
eroded areas or 24” x 24” for other areas.

Manistee 1 FOGARTY WEESIES BROTHERS FARMS, INC.

GERANIUMS ¢ PERENNIALS # ANNUALS + LANDSGAPING
General Manager
‘ Cell: 231.645.8352

URKA FARMS
STRAWBERRIES

Golun & (foy Urka HARDWARE & LUMBER 5'
email: urka @ kaltelnet.net “Whatever You Need « Whenever You Need It"

Brethren Farm on 7 Davs
] 2l 1425 US 31 South Open 7 Days

16919 Pole Rd. Traverse City Kingsley Farm Manistee, MI 49660

Brethren, M| 49618 M37 = South of Traverse City 2;:;;2?914;

231-477-5537 Seascnal Phone 231-263-4507 FAX 231.723.9201
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Manistee Conservation District
2009 Nature’s Way Fall Order Form

Orders must be received by Friday, September 18, 2009 at 3 p.m. Orders must be paid in full when ordering. Orders
are filled on a first come, first served basis when the occasional shortage occurs with a species. Please Order Early. Orders
may be picked-up from 8a.m. until 4 p.m. on October 2nd at the Manistee Conservation District office, located at 8840
Chippewa Highway (US 31), Bear Lake, Michigan. This will be the only day for the tree distribution. Note: that PA 89 of
1939 prohibits Conservation District customers from reselling rooted planting stock. The District does not guarantee plant
survival and limits its liability to the distribution of the plants.

For plant descriptions and information, on line at www.manisteecd.org or please call (231) 889-4761.

i Name: Date: First page purchases: $
Second page purchases: $
Address (mailing): Daytime Phone:
Total taxable purchases: §
City/State/Zip:
6% Sales Tax: §
Now accepting Visa or Master Cards Dried fruit purchases: $
Type of card Visa Master Card
1 Conservation District Donation: $
I Credit Card # Expiration Date -

Total Amount Paid: $
Signature of card holder

Or Make checks payable and mail to: Note: Orders must be paid in full to be processed
Manistee Conservation District and there is a $16 fee assessed on any returned check
| 8840 Chippewa Highway (US 31) Office Use Only
1 Bear Lake, Michigan 49614'9400 Order#_ ~ DatePaid__~ Check#__ Cash __ Credit MC V Notes

All District progtams and services are offeted on a nondisctiminatory basis without regard to race, colot, national origin, religion, sex, age, matital status, or handicap.

Conifer Seedlings Costs per
Quantity Specie Age Size 50 100 500 1000 Total

Red Pine 2-0 4-8” $23 $38 $94 $175 $

Jack Pine 2-0 6-127 $19 $32 $80 $150 $

White Pine 2-0 4-8” $23 $38 $94 $175 $

Norway Spruce 2-0 5-10” $23 $38 $94 $175 $

Blue Spruce 2-0 5-107 $23 $38 $94 $175 $

White Spruce 2-0 5-107 $23 $38 $94 $175 $
Transplants Cost per
Quantity Specie Age Size  Each 10 25 Total

Northern White Cedar 2-1 5-10” $2 $15 $27 $

Blue Spruce 2-2 10-15” $3 $20 $37 $

Fraser Fir 3-2 10-18” $3 $20 $37 $

Concolor Fir Plug+1 6-127 $2.50 $17 $31 $

Douglas Fir Plug+1 6-127 $2.50 $17 $31 $
Manistee Conservation District “Managing Our Natural Resources”
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Wildflower Mixes weight Cost per Packet
All limited quantities !
Wildflower Seed Mix Package 1 ounce $4.00 $ I
Wildflower Seed Mix Package 4 ounces $16.00 $
Wildflower Seed Mix Package 8 ounces $30.00 $
i
Ground Cover Age Size Cost per I
American Beach Grass 1-0 187+ 500 / $53 $
!
Planting Products Cost i
i
Planting Bar (all steel) $25.00 $
Treessential Tree Shelters $20.00 for 5 shelters $
Tree Planting Signs $1.75 or 6 for $9.50 $ I
1
Animal Repellant Cost
Plantskydd—powder 2.2 Lbs. (Coverage 400 to 800 plants) $39.95 $ i
Plantskydd—powder 1Lb. (Coverage 200 to 400 plants) $22.95 $
Plantskydd—Iiquid 1.06 Qt. (Coverage 100 plants) $22.95 $
Other Products nontaxable Cost per !
i
Ttem 1/21b 11b 4 1bs
Dried Cherries Not Taxable $3.00 $5.50 $21.00 $
Dark Chocolate Covered Cherries Not Taxable $3.00 $5.50 $21.00 $ '
1
Chocolate Covered Cherries Not Taxable $3.00 $5.50 $21.00 $ 1
Dried Mixed Fruit Not Taxable N/A $7.50 N/A $

These delicioys dried fruit
Year round at the ¢j

Sna_tcks can be found
Strict office.

“Managing Our Natural Resources”
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The Trip Home

Most (if not all) of the seedlings you have purchased are bare rooted. The bare roots are surrounded by moist moss or shredded paper
and then wrapped in nursery paper. This will keep the roots moist for your trip home, but the plants should be planted within 48
hours. You can store your seedlings in a cool, shaded location, such as a cool basement or a garage. The roots must be kept moist not
wet.

e Do not leave plants in the hot trunk.

e Do not let the plants freeze.

e Do not stack the bundles or leave them open.
e Do not store plants in buckets of water.

Oops! Too busy to plant your seedlings right now. Heel the seedlings into a trench, cover with soil, and then add water (keep moist).

Tree Planting Spacing Guide

Planting Purpose Conifers Deciduous

Spacing Trees/Acre Spacing Trees/Acre

Reforestation:

Good Management 6'x8 900 12'x 12 300

No Management Plan

. ) 7'x9 700 12'x 12 300
(Trees growing to maturity)
Erosion Control 5x50r7'x7 1742 or 889
W;indbreaks ded 10" x 8' between trees 12'x 10" between trees
rows recommende 10" x 12' between shrubs 12' x 15' between shrubs
2 rows conifers / 1 row shrubs
Meet Scott Hughey our District THANK YOU for Your
Conservationist in Manistee County. Support

' Scott Hughey started as the new District Con-
(| servationist in Bear Lak§ on June 22“5‘.. Scott Thank you for ordering from this catalog.
has worked for NRCS since 2001 starting as a The sale of seedlings and other conservation

o | technician and working in the Allegan, Shelby, roducts i fth fund-raisers for
Ml | and Stephenson field office as a Soil Conserva- products 1s onc of the many tund-raiscrs 1o

B8 | tionist. Scott has also spent the last 4 years as the Manistee Conservation District. Proceeds
a District Conservationist in the Sault Ste. help the District promote conservation ef-
~ Marie field office. forts in Manistee County. We appreciate your

%_ﬁ" ¥ ] _ support. The support offered by the local
! “ Scott’s agriculture background started when he busi throuch their advertising in thi b
was raised on a small beef farm in Northern Michigan. Scott holds a Bache- .uS 'ness' oug CIf advertsing In this pu. B
lors Degree of Science in Geology from Western Michigan University, with lication is also very much appreci-

ated. Help the Ma-
nistee Conserva-
tion District by
supporting these
local businesses.

graduate work in biology from Michigan State University and Iowa State Uni-
versity.

Scott enjoys most outdoor activities, including backpacking, canoeing, and
hunting. Scott and his wife Melissa, have been married for 8 years and have
two sons, ages 4 and 2.

Manistee Conservation District “Managing Our Natural Resources”
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Appointments Preferred

\\b““ Generaj sto'

Your “One ®
MANISTEE VETERINARY HOSPITAL Blarney Castle Oil Stop” shopping
U.S. 31 & Fisk Rd. for; groceries, hardware, hunting
4006 Chippewa Hwy: and Propane ii d aoh
Manistee, MI 49660 Bl 231-864-3111 supp Ies, a_n a p _armacy
Jeffrey R. Westheimer D.V.M. C arnley In Dublin, MIChlgan
Day Or Emergency A astle Open 7 days a week 231-859-4188
379000 ” Home of the world's famous “Dublin Jerky”
WEST MICHIGAN Get it Done at DANIEL D. LASKEY
TREE SERVICES James Scarlata
Py —— oy - ((:‘I'"[IL(" Afbﬂrl%f COM PANY P C
, P.C.
Main Office: . S0
2146 Dean Lake Rd. NE Northwest Michigan CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS
L;fr:.l\:oglgj.l,c:\“.'\uil 49515-1455 Aree Representalive B USIN ES S C ENTE RS
AN Rapis. | ! (231) 723-6996 CERTIFIED QUICKBOOKS PROADVISORS
:rmm.[ :rsf,:‘?{.lll.:r y | ‘-alnrn 9541444 1-800-968-8999
ax (616} 364-7616 jscarlata®@grandarborgroup.com
Printing » Office Supplies » Computers & Service dlaskey@laskeycpa.com
Internet « Scrapbooking Supplies ¢ & More 231-723-8305
Doctors @ By A o fanieerdiops
Bark - Sawdust L
°
MCCORMICK SAWMILLS, L.L.C.
4431 E. Fountain Road -~ Box 300 - fcaf"i" WMl 43410
PACKAGING CORPDSATION OF AMERICA Optometry Business: (231} 462.3817 « Fax: (231} 462-3980
. 5 Welcome New Patients, 723-9911 _ mecommicksaswmills com
SorestManajement Departrmeant : . ‘
FREE FOREST CONSULTATION 384 First Street, Manistee § W McCORMICH
HARDWOOD" Home: (231§ 482- ﬁ}
231-723-3552 e accormickicwsbegiobat et

All District programs and services are offered on a nondiscriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.




